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Part #1033359 Rev.E

  Important warnIng
It Is crItIcal that all yakIma racks and accessorIes be properly and securely attached to your vehIcle. Improper attachment could result 
In an automobIle accIdent, and could cause serIous bodIly Injury or death to you or to others. you are responsIble for securIng the 
racks and accessorIes to your car, checkIng the attachments prIor to use, and perIodIcally InspectIng the products for adjustment, 
wear, and damage. therefore, you must read and understand all of the InstructIons and cautIons supplIed wIth your yakIma product 
prIor to InstallatIon or use. If you do not understand all of the InstructIons and cautIons, or If you have no mechanIcal experIence and 
are not thoroughly famIlIar wIth the InstallatIon procedures, you should have the product Installed by a professIonal Installer such 
as a qualIfIed garage or auto body shop.

KingJoe 2
maximum load is 2 bikes 

(60 lbs./27kg total)

KingJoe 3
maximum load is 3 bikes (90 lbs./41kg total)

The use of Glass Hatch Hooks with Upper 
straps will limit the load to 2 bikes only.
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If your car Is not lIsteD in the Joe fit sheet    
or the fit list, call 888-925-4621 in the usa and canada,   
or see your dealer.

unlIsteD vehIcles:
If your car cannot be founD (on the Joe fit sheet  
 or the fit list, or through the dealer or yakima) 
it is “unlisted”. Install the carrier as directed in these 
instructions where this icon appears.

— lowER sUPPoRt 
fRamE 

UPPER 
fRamE

to move the frames, pull and turn both 
red triggers on the outer hubs.

load aRms

REd tRiggER—

Rotate the uppeR fRame away 
fRom the loweR fRame.

When you see this icon, find 
your vehicle in the Joe Fit 
Sheet for frame measurement, 
strap positions, and critical 
notes about your fit.

 Danger
Do not Install thIs 
carrIer on a vehIcle 
lIsteD as “no fIt”.

fitting youR caR…

Rotate the trigger 
until it remains 
pulled out.

fInD your measurement 
In the fIt sheet.

see fitting yoUR caR (above).

• You will need a measuring tape.
• On a flat surface, move the frames apart.

• With the pads flat, measure frOm the 
InsIDe eDges of the tubes.

position the fRames.

oR

unlIsteD vehIcles: 
position the fRames. On a flat surface, move the frames apart.
follow these guidelines to position your frames on your car.

uppeR fRame
• With triggers out, adjust 

upper frame until it rests on 
the vehicle.

• the position is relative to 
the lower frame and will 
depend on vehicle shape. 

loweR fRame
• a common location is a well-

supported license plate depression, 
just above or below the numbers. 

• press the area firmly with your hand. 
If deformation occurs, choose another 
location.

cautIons:
• do not place the lower frame on glass, plastic, or thin metal.
• some suV’s, vans, and wagons have a large section of poorly 

supported metal that will dent under weight.

CaUTion: Some vehicles have a spoiler. if any 
part of the carrier contacts the spoiler, do not 

use this product. 

CaUTion: although your carrier is covered by a warranty (see 
final page), Yakima cannot warranty any installation onto any 
vehicle that is not listed in the Yakima Fit List or Joe Fit Sheet.
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secuRe the fRame position.

lower support frame location is 
extremely important to the load!

Read and follow the notes 
for your vehicle.

position uppeR hooKs.

loweR fRame.

• turn and push the red triggers 
until they are seated in the hub.

• move the frames apart very 
slightly until the red triggers 
snap. 

• if the frame feels loose, pull out 
the red triggers and try again.

Do not allow the frames 
to move out of position. 

Check your measurement 
again if necessary.

place where directed 
by the fit sheet notes.

clean the contact points 
on the vehicle, and keep 
the pads free of debris.

cautIons:
• do not place the lower frame on glass, 

plastic, or thin metal.
• some suV’s, vans, and wagons have a large 

section of poorly supported metal that will 
dent under weight.

unlIsteD vehIcles: 
• a common location is a well-

supported license plate depression, 
just above or below the numbers. 

• press the area firmly with your 
hand. If deformation occurs, choose 
another location.

carrIer Is 
reaDy to place 
on car.

warnIng: Do not attach the upper hooKs to glass or plastIc!  In aDDItIon, 
the use of glass hatch hooKs wIll lImIt the loaD to 2 bIKes only.

(if upper hooks must attach to glass or plastic, follow glass hatch hooks installation on next page.)

unlIsteD vehIcles: 
uppeR hooKs
• insert the upper hooks into 

the leading edge of the hatch 
or trunk.

refer to notes for your 
vehicle to see if you 
should use the glass 
hatch hooks in place 
of the top or bottom 
hooks.

no glass oR Plastic? you won’t need the glass hatch hooks, continue to step 13.

cautIons:
• if hooks do not fit into the leading 

edge of the hatch or trunk, you can 
install the glass hatch hooks.

• if the leading edge of the hatch or 
trunk has trim, you must use the 
glass hatch hooks.

• remove hooks before opening the 
hatch or trunk. opening the hatch 
or trunk with hooks installed could 
cause damage to the vehicle.



OK
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Replacing uppeR stRap hooKs

open the 
hatch 
Door.

close the hatch.
Pull firmly on the 
straps to seat the pads.

while supporting the 
carrier with your body, 

attach the new straps to 
your carrier’s top straps.

pull
upper straps 

completely out 
of the bucKles.

before closIng 
the hatch…

The pads must be free 
from contact between 
hatch door and 
vehicle’s frame.

thRead new 
stRap-end bacK 

into bucKle.

Do not attach the 
upper hooKs to glass 
or plastIc!

No glass or plastic? You won’t need the
glass hatch hooks, continue to step 13.

adjust upper straps by pulling on the ends.

Keep the pads away 
from the door’s edge.

pass the strap ends through 
the hatch opening from 
inside the vehicle.
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If nOt attachIng upper hOOks tO glass Or plastIc, cOntInue here.

position the frame as determined in 
step 6. the upper straps should hold 
the carrier in place.

adJust uppeR 
stRaps.

Adjust upper straps by pulling on the ends. (Loosen by 
pressing the metal buckles.)

place loweR stRap hooKs.

place where directed by the 
fit sheet notes.

cautIons:
• Keep straps away from hot vehicle exhaust!
• Keep straps from rubbing on sharp metal edges!
• do not attach lower hooks to plastic bumpers.

unlIsteD vehIcles: 
loweR hooKs
• the first choice is the bottom of the 

trunk/hatch.
• the second choice is under the 

bumper if there is a rigid, metal 
attachment point. 

• the third choice is tie-down hooks 
underneath the vehicle or holes in 
the vehicle’s frame. 

warnIng: Do not attach the lower 
hooKs to glass or plastIc!

if lower hooks must attach to glass or plastic, 
follow Glass Hatch Hooks installation on next page.

position hooks 
at side mounting 
points directed 
by the fit sheet 
notes.

center the carrIer On the car,
position the side strap hooks. unlIsteD vehIcles: 

side hooKs
• mount to the side of the trunk/hatch. 
• position the hooks so they will not  

slide up or down when tightened.

tighten side stRaps.
Pull the straps 
tighter with two 
hands.

tighten 
uppeR 
stRaps.

bundle the extra 
strap ends into the 

band.

Pull the straps 
tighter with 
two hands.

note: if it is difficult to get the hook in, insert it at a 
wider section and then slide it into place.

continue to step 29 
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position hooks 
at side mounting 
points directed 
by the fit sheet 
notes.

center the carrIer On the car,
position the side strap hooks. unlIsteD vehIcles: 

side hooKs
• mount to the side of the trunk/hatch. 
• position the hooks so they will not  

slide up or down when tightened.

tighten side stRaps.
Pull the straps 
tighter with two 
hands.

tighten 
uppeR 
stRaps.

bundle the extra 
strap ends into the 

band.

Pull the straps 
tighter with 
two hands.

note: if it is difficult to get the hook in, insert it at a 
wider section and then slide it into place.

open the 
trunK Door.

position the pads 
inside the trunk 
with the straps 
hanging free.

before closIng the trunK:

Be sure the pads are free from contact 
between trunk door and vehicle’s frame.

attach the top strap 
hooks to hold the carrier 

as you continue.

• ClOse the truNK.
• pull firmly on the straps to 

seat the pads.

Remove the 
caRRieR fRom 

the caR.

replacIng lower strap hooKs

pull lower straps completely out of the hub.

Insert the new straps from inside the hubs.
Thread new strap-end back into buckle.
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Use extra strap to 
secure the wheel.

the weight of the bikes 
may cause the straps to 
slack or dislodge hooks.

tighten uppeR and side stRaps 
again afteR biKes aRe loaded.

secure the front 
wheel on the bike 
closest to the car.

on the inner hubs, 
pull and turn the 
red triggers.

• make sure that both triggers 
are seated in the hub!

• move both arms up and down, 
they must snap into place!

rotate load 
arms to 
just above 
horizontal. 

eXtend load aRms.

load heaviest biKe fiRst

tightly secure straps diagonally  
over bike frame and seat tube.

The straps can be routed 
under the cables.

alternate bike directions 
to avoid interference.

arrange bike frame in the cradles for greatest stability.

always load first bike with 
chain away from vehicle.

always use the cradles 
closest to the vehicle.

attach one rubber strap to each 
cradle and stabilizer.

To slide cradles along the carrier 
arms, close cradle and stabilizer. Close 

cradles while loading bikes.

\
 stabilizer

befoRe 
dRiving away 

with youR 
biKes:

reaD all 
warnIngs on the 
page after next.

loaD remaInIng 
bIKes.

unlIsteD vehIcles: 
load aRms

cautIons:
• adjust load arms to just above horizontal. 
• make sure bikes have sufficient clearance 

from the ground.

replace reD trIggers.

if the arms do not 
snap into place, 
adjust triggers and 
move arms until the 
arms are in place.
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This product is covered by YaKiMa’s “Love it Till You Leave it” Limited Lifetime Warranty
 To obtain a copy of this warranty, go online to www.yakima.com

or email us at yakwarranty@yakima.com or call (888) 925-4621

TeCHniCaL aSSiSTanCe oR RePLaCeMenT 
PaRTS:

Contact your dealer or call
(888) 925-4621

Monday through Friday
7:00 am to 5:00 pm PST

K E E P  T H E S E  I N S T R U C T I O N S !

reaD these warnIngs…

glass/plastic hatches
• if upper or lower hooks must 

attach to glass or plastic, follow 
instructions to use glass hatch 
hooks (included). 

convertibles
• do not allow the upper frame 

of the carrier to rest on car 
convertible top.

• do not raise or lower top while 
carrier is installed.

tight seams

 waRning
• YOu must tighteN straps after 

loaDIng bIKes. 
• CheCK strap teNsiON periOdiCallY 

DurIng travel. 
• straps lOOseN OVer time. CheCK 

before each use, tIghten If 
necessary. 

• failure tO CheCK aNd tighteN 
straps can result In property 
Damage, personal InJury, or Death.

rear window wiper 
• Wiper may not be usable while 

carrier is installed. Do not allow 
wiper to contact any part of this 
carrier, at any time.

vehicles with a spoiler
• If any part of the carrier contacts 

the spoiler, do not use this 
product.

spoiler gap
• suV’s, vans, and wagons with 

a gap between the rear spoiler 
and rear window or hatch must 
route upper straps under the 
spoiler when possible. Do not 
allow straps to contact spoiler.

maIntenance
• No lubrication is required.
• do not immerse in water.
• remove the carrier before 

entering an automatic car wash.

load limits
• KingJoe2: maximum weight load 

is: 60 lbs./27kg (2 bike limit).
• KingJoe3: maximum weight load 

is: 90 lbs./41kg (3 bike limit).
• do not carry heavy bikes  

(over 35/16kg lbs.). 
• do not carry tandem or recumbent 

bicycles.
• remove any bike attachments.
• attaching glass hatch hooks to 

upper straps will limit the load to 
2 bikes.

Read the installation cautions that apply to youR caR…
• On some vehicles the trunk/hatch 

seams may be too tight to easily 
insert hooks. slide hooks from 
outside edge of trunk/hatch to 
appropriate location. If still to tight, 
open trunk/hatch, insert hooks, 
and close very carefully to avoid 
damage. 

• make sure trunk/hatch is 
securely closed before continuing 
installation.

soft attachment points
• excessive tightening of the straps 

may cause damage to softer body 
materials.

although your carrier is covered by a warranty (see below), Yakima cannot warranty 
any installation onto any vehicle that is not listed in the Yakima Fit List or Joe Fit Sheet.waRning

the dRive
• Never drive off-road with bicycles 

loaded.
• do not let bicycle tires or straps 

hang near vehicle’s hot exhaust.
• do not install onto trailers, 

campers, or rvs.
• Never open trunk/hatch with carrier 

installed. opening the hatch or 
trunk with carrier installed could 
cause damage to the vehicle.

• replace any of the straps that 
appear worn or frayed (contact 
your dealer). 




